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Different types of medicines

Typical answers
	Type of medicine
	What it might be used for?

	How do you take it?

	pills, tablets and capsules
	pain killer (e.g. aspirin, paracetamol), antibiotics


	Oral – put it into your mouth and swallow it

	liquids, syrups, suspensions
	painkiller 


	Oral - taken by mouth and swallowed

	injections
	pain killer at the dentist, vaccinations, insulin


	by needle into skin (vein)

	by drips in hospital
	painkillers, saline


	tube into vein

	creams, ointments
	antiseptic, antihistamine, anti-inflammatory


	rubbed onto skin

	drops
	eye drops to reduce irritation, ear drops to soften wax


	dripped into eyes and ears

	inhalers
	asthma, anaesthetic gas at dentist


	breathed into lungs

	suppositories
	many including; laxatives, anti-sickness medicines (it’s no good taking a tablet if you are being sick)
	inserted into the rectum (up your bum)


